
On June 10, 2011, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved Ross Incineration
Services, Inc. (RIS) Resource Conservation Recovery Act (RCRA) Facility Investigation (RFI)
report for its Grafton facility.  This report concluded of many years of investigation and
evaluation at RIS.

Corrective Action is a RCRA program in which a facility evaluates  areas of its site where pre-
RCRA waste management occurred.  This program includes both an investigative and reporting
phase  as  well  as  a  control  implementation  phase.   The  RFI  is  the  investigative  part  of  the
Corrective Action program and the RFI Report presents the culmination of data gathered at the
site.

The RFI report describes sampling and analysis from 5 distinct media at the Grafton facility.
RIS sampled soil, surface water, sediment, air and groundwater for this investigation.  The data
was used to conduct a human health risk assessment and an ecological risk assessment.  The
purpose of the risk assessments were to determine what (if any) risks may be posed by past
practice activities.  In the case of RIS, the risk assessments showed that risks associated with
RIS are within acceptable limits.
With the approval of the RFI Report,
Ohio EPA has documented
acceptance with these findings.

RIS and Ohio EPA are using the
results of the RFI Report to determine
the controls that may be implemented
at RIS.  RIS is looking forward to
moving into the next phase of the
Corrective Action program.

Ohio EPA approves RIS’ RFI Report

Risk Assessment Results
RIS completed a  risk evaluation considering potential human and ecological exposures.  Risk
assessments evaluate multiple exposure routes  (dermal, ingestion, respiratory) for each receptor.
The science behind risk assessments is extremely conservative and can overestimate risk.

RIS’ Risk Assessment results show that risks to human receptors were within acceptable limits as
published by US EPA.

The ecological risk results indicated that while some of the calculations
were elevated, ecological receptors are thriving at the RIS site.

The data generated from these assessments will be used to make decisions
on possible controls that may be implemented at the site.

Corrective Action
Program

Time Line

Phase I sample
collection occurs 1986-
1989

RIS submits Facility
Background Report  in
1989

RIS submits
Investigative Analysis
Report in 1990

RFI Work Plan is
approved in 1993

Phase II sample
collection occurs 1993-
1994

RFI Draft Report was
submitted in 1995

RIS responds to
comments from Ohio
EPA and US EPA over
several years

US EPA Established
Environmental
Indicators for RIS in
1999

Phase III sample
collection occurs.  RIS
collects specific
surface water, soil and
sediment samples 1999
-2008

RIS submits RFI Final
Report in 2009

Ohio EPA approves
RIS’ RFI Report in a
letter dated June 2011
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Ross Environmental Services, Inc. Ross Incineration Services, Inc., and Ross Transportation
Services, Inc. help protect the environment by providing industry with safe and reliable
waste management services.  The companies have been locally owned and operated in rural
Lorain County since 1949.  We are proud of the part we play in protecting the environment.
We are always happy to discuss our operations with members of the community.

For more information about Corrective Action or the Ross companies please contact:

Maggie Kelch, Director
Corporate Communications
Ross Environmental Services, Inc.
150 Innovation Drive
Elyria, OH  44035

Recently, U.S. EPA and  states authorized to implement Corrective Action (like Ohio) adopted
the “2020 Vision.”  This vision includes guidance for management of wastes and clean up for
all EPA programs including Corrective Action.  EPA’s goal for this initiative is to complete
remedy construction for 95% of facilities involved in the Corrective Action process.

So what does this mean? US and Ohio EPA hope to complete the Corrective Action process
at these facilities.  For some facilities, this means completing certain remediation efforts, for
others it may mean implementation of an on-going monitoring program, or it may mean imple-
menting administrative means to restrict the future use of the property.  EPA’s goal is to get
facilities to a point where  “No Further Action” is required by 2020.

To accomplish this daunting task, EPA seems to be making a few fundamental changes to the
Corrective Action program.  The primary shift is in their focus: away from evaluation and as-
sessment and to remediation (or control).

Previously, U.S. EPA’s emphasis was on characterization of the facility, including taking nu-
merous samples and analyzing data on various media to fully understand the potential risks a
facility may pose.  This shift to a remediation focus allows U.S. EPA to implement remedial
measures (if necessary) and final controls on an accelerated schedule.

U.S. and Ohio EPA are continuing to utilize Environmental Indicators (EIs) to prioritize Cor-
rective Action facilities, so their efforts will first target exposure controls at higher risk facili-
ties.   The 2020 Vision should aid all facilities in completion of their Corrective Action respon-
sibilities.

For more information on the 2020 Vision, please go to http://www.epa.gov/osw/inforesources/
pubs/vision.pdf

Corrective Action Regulatory Update

Because the Corrective Action Program is a part of RIS’ Ohio Part B RCRA Permit, Ohio EPA
has indicated that they will implement  a permit modification to finalize the RCRA Facility
Investigation process and initiate the next steps of the Corrective Action program.   Next steps of
the program may include implementation of targeted controls, monitoring, documentation of
operations and maintenance plans, and other administrative controls.  More information will be
available as RIS and Ohio EPA move through this process.

Next Steps...
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