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What is a Stormwater 
Pollution  Prevention 

Plan? 
 

A Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
Plan (SWPPP) is a site-specific, 
written document signed by a 
company executive that : 

(1) identifies all of the activities and 
conditions at their site that could 
cause water pollution, and  

(2) details the steps the facility will 
take to prevent the discharge of 
any unpermitted pollution.  

 
The purpose of a SWPPP is to help 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) preserve and improve water 
quality by regulating facilities that 
discharge water containing small 
amounts of pollutants. SWPPPs and 
National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permits 
are not required for discharged 
pollutants that enter a municipal 
sanitary sewer system. 

 

What is a Spill 
Prevention, Control 

and Countermeasures 
Plan? 

 
Due to the danger oil spills cause to 
public health and the environment, 
every effort must be made to prevent 
oil spills and to clean them up 
promptly once they occur.  
 
The purpose of the Spill Prevention, 
Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) 
rule is to help facilities prevent a 
discharge of oil into navigable waters 
or adjoining shorelines.  
 
The SPCC rule requires facilities to 
develop, maintain, and implement an 
oil spill prevention plan, called an 
SPCC Plan. These plans help facilities 
prevent oil spills, as well as control a 
spill should one occur.  

Ross Incineration Services, Inc. (RIS) is a member of the RossWay 
Group® which also includes: Ross Environmental Services, Inc. and 
Ross Transportation Services, Inc. The companies have been located 
in Lorain County since 1949 and have facilities in Eaton Township 
and the City of Elyria. Combined, they have more than 275 
associates. 
 
RIS specializes in the destruction, by incineration, of industrial 
waste materials. Ross Transportation provides transportation 
services to the industry. Ross Environmental provides sales, 
marketing, community relations, customer service, human resources, 
purchasing, information services and regulatory assistance to the 
other Ross companies and customers. 

About Ross Incineration Services, Inc. 

Surface Water at RIS 

Two bodies of natural surface water exist within a one mile radius of the 
Ross Incineration Services, Inc. (“RIS”) facility; Dawley Ditch and 
Willow Creek.  Dawley Ditch empties into Willow Creek about 500 feet 
south of the facility fence line.  Willow Creek then flows west-northwest 
and drains into the east branch of the Black River 2.5 miles from the 
facility.  The Black River flows north into Lake Erie, located 
approximately 20 miles from the RIS facility. 

 The facility is surrounded by a compacted clay dike with an elevation of 
785 feet (above msl).  The dike averages 3 feet in height and 6 to 10 feet in 
width at the top.  The dike has a 3-to-1 slope and is covered with 
vegetation.  All precipitation falling within the active area of the site is 
collected and used as make-up cooling water for the incineration system’s 
air pollution control equipment.  Rainwater falling on roofs and driveway 
areas is directed to a on-site retention basin.  Rainwater collected in 
process area containment sumps is inspected, and if acceptable is pumped 
directly to the air pollution control closed loop system.   
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Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

RIS maintains a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (“SWP3”) in compliance with its National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (“NPDES”) permit to manage the discharge of stormwater from the RIS 
facility.  The NPDES permit was renewed in 2022.  The SWP3 was updated in December 2022.   

There are no discharges from the active areas of the facility during normal operations.  RIS has designated 
discharges outside of the facility dike and RIS’ operational area.  Under its SWP3, RIS inspects discharge 
areas at least quarterly, and samples discharges during precipitation events quarterly throughout the life of the 
permit.  Samples are collected and analyzed for Ammonia, Total Magnesium, Chemical Oxygen Demand, 
Total Arsenic, Total Cadmium, Total Cyanide, Total Lead, Total Mercury, Total Selenium, Total Silver, 
Hardness, and Total Suspended Solids.  Analytical data is compared to Ohio EPA published benchmarks to 
determine if any impacts have occurred.  Monitoring at RIS has not indicated constituents above published 
Ohio EPA benchmarks and/or regionally occurring levels.   

While infrequent, RIS may discharge clean surface rainwater runoff into Dawley Ditch from active portions of 
its facility, on a case by case basis, within the guidelines of RIS' NPDES permit and SWP3.  In these cases, 
additional analytical sampling occurs to ensure that collected precipitation is clean prior to discharge. 

Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasures Plan 

Oil is stored and used in several areas at the facility.  RIS is required to maintain a Spill Prevention Controls 
and Countermeasures (“SPCC”) Plan because RIS stores over 1,320 gallons of oil/petroleum-based products.  
The RIS SPCC Plan was most recently updated in January 2023.   

To this end, the RIS facility is designed and constructed in such a manner to prevent the potential for oil to be 
discharged offsite.  All oil products are stored in double-walled tanks or in areas that provide adequate 
secondary containment.  In addition to each of the secondary containment devices, the facility dike also 
prevents an unlikely release from being discharged offsite. 

The purpose of the SPCC plan is to: 

• Prevent oil spills by implementing procedures, best management practices, and training to address transfer 
and storage of oils at RIS; 

• Implement control measures (such as double-walled tanks, secondary containment, gauges, signs, etc.) to 
prevent oil spills; and  

• Maintain procedures to address spills including containment, cleanup, 
and mitigation. 

The Plan documents the locations and quantities of all oil products stored 
at RIS.  In addition, it sets forth training requirements, inspection 
procedures, and best management practices to ensure ongoing integrity of 
tanks used for oil storage, and ensure that any spilled oil materials are 
cleaned up properly and promptly. 

Questions?  If you have questions about operations at the RIS facility, you can 
call the Corporate Communications Department during regular business hours at 
(440) 366-2063. After hours, the guard at the RIS facility can have the Corporate 
Communications on-call associate return your call.  


